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Welcome!
Yusif S. Conn



“Each affair of importance that does not begin with “Bismillahi al-Rahman al-Rahim” is cut off”
(Al-Nawawi)



The Life of 
Mehmed Birgivi
A story about following Islam



500 years ago, a boy named Mehmed was born in Turkey



As a young boy, Mehmed studied lots of topics at his school



At home, his father taught him the Qur’an, Hadith, and many other sciences.



As Mehmed got older, he loved learning about Islam 
more and more. He began travelling to visit the best 

universities in Turkey.



Many scholars of his time used their knowledge to gain 
power and fame. For Mehmed, he only wished to teach 

people so they can love Allah.



Mehmed travelled to Greece,
where there were many people who 
didn’t know about Islam. 
He gave khutbahs in their masjid.



During Mehmed’s time, people were not following Islam 
like they used to. Scholars took bribes to become rich. 

Many people stopped going to the Masjid.



Mehmed started his own school where 
he could teach people true Islam. 
He wrote dozens of books and letters to teach everyone 
around him what true Islam is.



“I have tried, so that Allah might save me

and those I love, to gather the little I know

and write it in your language, so that you

understand it, our Last Will and

Testament…

So read this book and ponder, and follow

what is said in it. This is what I wish, hope,

and pray for all of us: that we may pass

through the trials of this life as truly

faithful, relying on Allah and the

intercession of His Prophet, and attain

peace and felicity in this world and the

world to come.”



Towards the end of his life, Mehmed only became more intent on 
protecting Islam. He was so concerned about his people following Islam 
that he did not fear anyone. He left his school and went to a powerful 
ruler to remind him not to abuse his power.



Before passing away, Mehmed 
travelled back to the city in Greece 
where he was an Imam so many years 
ago. He brought with him many 
thousands of dollars—all the money 
he had earned working for the 
Masjid.

Even though it was his money he 
earned, he did not want anything to 
be earned from his work other than 
Allah being pleased with him.

It wasn’t long after that Shaykh 
Mehmed passed away.



“I wanted to write about the 
Path of Muhammad, and 
wished to explain the Life of 
Ahmad, so that every 
student would be able to 
apply these practices, and 
what is right will be set apart 
from what is wrong, and the 
one who will be saved is set 
apart from the one who will 
perish.”



May Allah have 
mercy on Shaykh 

Mehmed, and may 
Allah allow us to 
benefit from his 

example!



What did you learn?

1)Who was Mehmed Birgivi?
a) A Sultan (King)

b) A scientist

c) A shaykh, scholar, and teacher

d) A warrior



What did you learn?

2) Where did Mehmed begin studying Qur’an?
a) With his father

b) At a university

c) In a masjid

d) On the internet



What did you learn?

3) What was Sh. Mehmed most concerned 
with?

a) Getting a good job

b) Becoming a powerful scholar

c) Travelling the world

d) Teaching people what true Islam is



Discussion Time!

• Why do you think Sh. Mehmed spent 

his life the way he did?



Thank you 
for learning 

with us!


